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‘Soldiers through the Ages a Fort Nluguru

On Memorial Day weekend,
visitors to Old Fort Niagara will
explore four centuries of military

nual “Soldiers through the Ages”
event. Displays of vintage military
vehicles and period camps will be
featured throughout the site.

Visitors will be able to walk back
in time from the Cold War to the
early 18th century, viewing period
camps and living history program-
ming. Among the special demon-
strations will be “Matchlocks to
M1s,” a look at military weapons
technology from the early 17th
century through the 1960s; fife
and drum concerts; and artillery
firing demonstrations. The event
will also feature cooking programs,
a history of military rations and
the evolution of military uniforms.

“This event is different than any-
thing else we present during the
year,” Old Fort Niagara Executive
Director Robert Emerson said.
“Our events usually focus on a
particular historical event or time
period. This program is different,
allowing visitors to compare and
contrast almost 400 years of mili-
tary history.”

Fort Niagara was one of the
longest occupied military bases
in North America. The French
erected the first fort at the site
in 1679. After the construction
of the French Castle in 1726, the
fort remained a military post until
the U.S. Army decommissioned it
in 1963. Over the course of many
years, the fort was the scene of a
grueling siege, devastating artil-
lery bombardments, a surprise
attack, a famous 1,000-yard rifle
range, officer training facility, in-
duction center and prisoner of war
camp. Its final role was part of the
missile defense system that pro-
tected Western New York during
the Cold War.

This long and colorful history
will be brought to life through
living history programs and dem-
onstrations on Memorial Day
weekend. Hours for the event
are 10 am to 4 p.m., Saturday and

Camp (cont.)

Continued from Page 10

practices of their staff and visi-
tors including daily temperature
checks. Facilities and programs
need to notify the state and local
health department immediately
upon being informed of any posi-
tive COVID-19 test result by a staff
member or child at their site.

Each site must implement a
property-specific capacity limita-
tion for children and campers that
ensures appropriate social distanc-
ing. Staff who are not fully vacci-
nated must maintain a distance of
at least 6 feet from other unvacci-
nated staff.

Children and campers over the
age of 2 and staff who are not fully
vaccinated must wear face cover-
ings except when eating, drinking,
showering, swimming, or sleep-
ing/resting.

Cuomo’s camp said, “Since face
coverings have been proven to be
effective when distancing is not
feasible, facilities and programs
must provide and require the use
of face coverings for individuals
who are not fully vaccinated.”

Additional hygiene and cleaning
and disinfection requirements as
advised by the CDC and Depart-
ment of Health must also be fol-
lowed.

Sunday, May 29-30. On Monday, vice for fallen veterans.

Memorial Day, the fort joins Lake =~ More information is available at
Ontario Post No. 313, Veterans of www.oldfortniagara.org or by call-
Foreign Wars, at the post cem- ing 745-7611.

etery for an 11 a.m. memorial ser- (File photo by Wayne Peters)
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